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PREFACE

Medical terminology is not just another subject for
which you memorize the facts and then forget them
when you move on to your next course. Medical
language will be used throughout your studies, as
well as every day on your job. Health care
professionals use specific terms to describe and talk
about objects and situations they encounter each
day.

Like every language, medical terminology changes
constantly as new knowledge is discovered. Modern
medical terminology is a language constructed over
centuries, using words and elements from Greek and
Latin origins as its building blocks. Some 15,000 or
more words are formed from 1,200 Greek and Latin
roots. It serves as an international language, enabling
medical scientists from different countries and in
different medical fields to communicate with a
common understanding.

In your world as a health care professional,
medical terminology enables you to communicate
with your team leader, with other health care
professionals on your team, and with other
professionals in different disciplines outside your
team. Understanding medical terminology also
enables you to translate the medical terms into
language your patients can understand, thus
improving the quality of their care and demonstrating



your professionalism. Your understanding of medical
terminology will make you a successful student and
health professional.

ORGANIZATION OF CONTENT

In this new edition, chapters have been organized for
consistency and continuity to enhance student
retention. For all major organ systems, the chapters
will be placed in sections and will begin with an
overview of the anatomy and physiology of the
system. The following section will cover the common
pathology associated with that organ system. The
final sections will cover diagnostic and therapeutic
procedures along with pharmacology. Each chapter is
structured around a consistent and unique framework
of learning devices including illustrations, Word
Analysis and Definition (WAD) tables, and end-of-
section Checkpoints. Regardless of the organ system
being covered, the structure enables you to develop
a consistent learning strategy, making the fifth
edition of Medical Language For Modern Health Care
a superior learning tool.

Word Analysis and Definition Boxes
and Case Reports The medical terms
covered in each lesson are introduced
in context and then to facilitate easy
reference and review, the terms also



are listed in boxes as a group. The
Word Analysis and Definition (WAD)
boxes list the term and its
pronunciation, elements, and
definition in a concise, color-coded,
at-a-glance format. Case Reports can
be found within Checkpoints and
Chapter-End exercises providing the
students opportunities to apply and
reinforce their knowledge of medical
terms.

Section and Chapter-End Exercises

Each section ends with exercises designed to allow
you to check your basic understanding of the terms
you just learned. These checkpoints can be used by
instructors as assignments or in-class activities or by
students for self-evaluation.

At the end of each chapter, you will find chapter
review of exercises that ask you to apply what you
learned in all the lessons of a chapter. These
exercises reinforce learning of each chapter’'s terms
and help you go beyond mere memorization to think
critically about the medical language page xiii
you use. In addition to reviewing and
recalling the definitions of terms learned in the
chapter, you will be asked to use medical terms in
new and different ways.




Additional Learning Tools

Did you know? boxes appear throughout each
chapter and provide additional interesting pieces of
information that related to the chapter content. Each
chapter also includes an abbreviation table and a
Disorder or Disease table.

NEW TO THE FIFTH EDITION:

e Learning outcomes have been streamlined for each
chapter for easy organization and assessment.

e Every chapter has been reorganized into sections that are
consistent across all chapters.

e Chapters have been updated with the latest trends in
medicine, including COVID-19.

 The case studies have been enhanced to support practical
application of the terms learned.

e Pronunciation questions have been added to each chapter
to develop effective communication.

e Multiple new activities have been added to the instructor
manual to enhance in-person and online learning.

NEW TO CONNECT WITH THE FIFTH

EDITION:

e All Connect questions are now tagged to CAAHEP and
ABHES requirements for easy assessment and reporting
for accreditation.

e All new activities were added to support medical
terminology fundamentals for each organ system.



